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Softball Coach of the Week: Mike 
Hopper 
Mike Hopper is the coach of our 18U 
SSYS Softball Senior League Auburn 
Tigers. 
 
When did you know you wanted to 
coach at SSYS? / How long have you 
been coaching?  
I'm in my 14th year as a coach at 
SSYS: started with 2 in baseball, and 
now starting my 12th in softball. 
 
 
 

 
What do you enjoy most about coaching?  
It's provided a great opportunity to spend lots of time with my daughter over the years - I'll treasure most all the 
one-on-one time playing catch, practicing pitching, and taking extra BP.  And then there are the great 
friendships I've made over the years with the parents and players - it’s been fun to "grow up" with such a great 
"extended family". 
 
How do you go about motivating your players?  
My approach to softball is to focus everything we do throughout the year around HUGS:  
• Have fun 
• Understand the game 
• Give your best effort 
• Sharpen your skills   

 
What skills/characteristics do you look for in your players? 
Great attitude, treat others with respect, willing to try. 
 
What is the biggest challenge you've had as a coach and how did you overcome it? Any advice would 
you give to new coaches. 
Best advice to new coaches is to be organized and show up for practices with a plan that makes it fun and 
beneficial. And also to connect with the players on a personal level.  For example, I've been asking the same 
"introduce yourself" questions each year about their favorite ice cream and princess. Sure it gets eye rolls from 
my 18Us, but it sets a fun tone for the year. 
 
When not rooting for your SSYS team, who is your favorite school/sports team and/or players?  
Auburn Tigers  
 
What has been your most memorable SSYS moment?   
Coaching the Summer 2013 10U Summer Storm.  Was very exciting to see those girls go from being run-ruled 
every game as 8Us to winning 2 Championships and 2 Runner-ups that summer. 
 
When you are not at the fields, what do you enjoy doing most?   
Cooking on my Big Green Egg and helping my wife build our pet nutrition and wellness business, Pet Wants 
Sandy Springs. 
 

 


